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ie. it is just as much  his  own  life-force as it is the
"medicine" in his amulet,  or the influence emanating
from his chief.   This is the first demonstrable conception
of a permeating and imbuing spiritual force.    Psycho-
logically, the power of the fetich, or the prestige of the
medicine-man, is an unconscious subjective evaluation of
these objects.   Fundamentally, therefore, it is a question
of the libido, which is present in the subject's unconscious
and is perceived in the object, because whenever uncon-
scious contents are activated they appear projected.    The
relativity of God of medieval mysticism is, therefore, a
harking-back to a primitive condition.     Whereas   the
kindred Eastern conceptions of the individual and supra-
individual Atman are not so much a regression to the
primitive as a constantly unfolding development away
from the primitive, in harmony with the Eastern way,
though still retaining principles already  clearly present
and effective among the primitives,   This harking-back
to the primitive is not at all surprising, in view of the
fact  that  every  vital   form   of religion,   either   in  its
ceremonials or its ethics, embodies one or more primitive
tendency, whence indeed  proceed  those  mysterious in-
stinctive forces which promote, the perfecting of human
nature in the religious process.1    This recourse to, or
interrupted   connection   with, the   primitive   (as in  the
Indian) means a contact with mother-Earth, the original
source of all power.   Every point-of-view which is differ-
entiated to rational or ethical standards must sense these
instinctive forces as 'impure'.   But life itself flows from
clear and muddy springs.    Hence every too great' purity'
also lacks vitality.   Every renewal of life emerges through
the muddy towards the clear.   A constant effort towards
clarity and differentiation involves a proportionate lack of
i There axe numerous examples of this.   I have mentioned a few in
Psychology of the Unconscious.                                 '